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With the passing of July 1, 1985 the 
Armenian Evangelical Movement (AEM) 
entered the early days of its 140th an- 
niversary. Founded in 1846 with the 
establishment of the first Evangelical 
Church of Armenia (Hayasstaniatz 
Avedaranagan Yegeghetzi) on July 1, the 
movement will be 140 years old at the 
end of next June. 

All worldly structures age: buildings 
age, trees age, even gigantic mountains 
age. What about reform movements? 
Movements also lose their youthful 
energies, enthusiasm, and get old. 

For a couple of decades now, a 
number of evangelical leaders have writ- 
ten that the Movement is not effective 
anymore. “The Armenian Evangelical 
Movement is in Retreat” was the basic 
thrust of an editorial by an evangelical 
leader. The Rev. Dr. Vahan Tootikian of 
Detroit, Michigan upholds the same posi- 
tion in his book, The Armenian 
Evangelical Church, As a matter of fact, 
he boldly suggests that the Evangelicals 
strike down their tents and join the Arme- 
nian Apostolic Church, believing they'll 
be more effective from within. The Editor 
of Chanasser, an evangelical Christian 
publication stationed in Beirut, subtley 
suggests the same concern in an editorial. 
He compares the evangelical situation to 
the “fig tree” which Jesus condemned to 
uprooting if it did not behave true to its 
nature of producing figs. 

Internal criticism is a healthy exercise. 
To find truth, one must be open to truth. 
It is a good “Protestant Principle” imply- 


ing truth is inherent in the tree exercise 
of search. There is, therefore, no fear or 
shame to state “The AEM is in retreat” or 
that “The AEM should fold up and join 
the Armenian Church” even if some 
might consider fhe statements to be “un- 
forgivable” 

The more important questions are: “Is 
the Armenian Evangelical Movement 
worth saving? Will we do any good to the 
Armenian Church if we don’t close up 
shop? Do we have a mission to our na- 
tion? The answer to the three questions 
is an overwhelming “Yes.” 

First of all, we have the role of 
playing “challenger.” 

For centuries the Armenian Church 
talked about making reforms, with no 
substantial result. Following the Armenian 
Evangelical Reformation, talk of reform 
was intensified and a few changes began 
to appear. The vast evangelical educa- 
tional institutions and their successful pro- 
grams, enthusiastically embraced by all 
Armenians, did not go unnoticed. The 
high scholastic standing of evangelical 
spiritual leaders, trained in qualified 
seminaries, stirred up questions about the 
preparedness of the priests of the Arme- 
nian Church. The Armenian Church was 
also influenced to consider the benefit of 
Sunday School for the Christian training 
of children in school and church. A gadfly 
impels, goads on, causes worry. 
Evengelicals have unwittingly been plac- 
ed in the role of a “gadfly” which role they 
need to play more consciously because 
we have a mission to our nation in the 
fields of education, leadership training 
and Christian education. Should we 
abandon that mission? 

A second contribution Evangel- 
icals can make is in the area of 
evangelism. 

The early Armenian Apostolic Church 
was a missionary church, involved in 
evangelism among nations surrounding 
Armenia. After the nation was christian- 
ized, the alphabet discovered, the Bible 
printed and the membership grounded in 
Christian truths, ommitted men took the 
Gospel out of Armenia. One of the 
salutary corollary benefits was respect to 
the Armenian nation. In going out of 
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themselves, they gained the admiration 
of the surrounding people. 

Christianity is a missionary religion. It 
requires the Christian to carry the Good 
News to others. Armenian Evangelicals, 
at least in theory, are fired up by the 
challenge of mission through evangelism. 
We have the challenge of firing up the 
zeal of the Mother Church and our na- 
tion for universal mission. 

The third contribution Evangel- 
icals can make is in the area of 
tolerance. 

‘The Armenian Evangelical Movement 
believes in and allows religious toleration. 
It is able to absorb into the bosom of the 
church men and women of different per- 
suasion and allow variations in worship. 
H.F.B. Lynch, writing on the Armenian 
Church in his 88-page chapter on 
“Edgmiatsin and the Armenian Church” 
concludes: 

“. . the lesson which is taught by his- 
tory is that no nation and no Christian- 
ity will succeed with the Armenians 
which endeavours to deflect them from 
their own opinions and to preclude 
them from working out their own sal- 
vation in their own way” 

Why such a hard line is drawn is under- 
standable. The Armenian Church 
throughout history has acted practically 
as political proxy for the nation, gradual- 
ly intermingling its sole religious purpose 
with that of the defense of the nation. 
Lines have stiffened. 

Religious hard lines only divide, when 
flexibility should exist to lead to unity. The 
Armenian Evangelicals have been able to 
effectively retain within the church prac- 
tically all elements—the scholar, the pro- 
fessional, the artisan, the leftist, the rightist 
and the non-party independent. This 
same spirit has also been applied in the 
evanglicals’ relationship With all Arme- 
nians. They have been able to act as glue 
or as a bridge to tie ends together. 

A fourth contribution is related 
to the Priestly amd Grace tradi- 
tions. 

After all is said and done the Christian 
faith must be interpreted in terms of per- 
sonal relationship to Christ. The Arme- 

(Cont. on page 6) 
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“SENIOREST” LIVING PAST PRESI 


In his eightieth year, octogenarian 
John H. Keyishian is the “seniorest” liv- 
ing past President of the Armenian Mis- 
sionary Association of America. His loyal- 
ty to the Association, the nature of his 
devoted labors to the organization, his 
successful promotion of the AMAA 
among relatives and friends, and his ex- 
emplary financial provisions for educa- 
tional and relief needs qualify him for a 
tribute. It is a pleasure, therefore, to pre- 
sent Mr. John Keyishian to you, our 
readers. 

Born in Chomaklou near Kayseri (now 
in Turkey) on October 15, 1904, John H. 
Keyishian suffered many hardships as a 
child. In 1915, at the age of eleven, he 
and his family, together with the entire 
population of his hometown, were 
deported to the Arabian desert on the 
orders of the Turkish government. In the 
harsh, arid town of Shobeck, he lost his 
father, grandmother and two younger 
brothers due to starvation and depriva- 
tion. His two uncles with their entire fami- 
ly of seven suffered the same fate. Hav- 
ing survived the massacres through God's 
intervention, he found his way to Alep- 
po, Syria where the remaining Keyishian 
family members found refuge in one of 
the orphanages. After spending three 
years in Aleppo, Mr. Keyishian was able 
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I flew into a peaceful Kailua 
Beside Kona’s azure blue sea, 
Searching for a fulfillment 
That would be a challenge to me. 
The love I encountered 

I did not expect to find; 

It was the love of the Creator 
Of the earth and all mankind. 
I saw a dream emerging 
That would not go away; 

A dream of every nation 


to come to America with the help of his 
brother-in-law, reaching New York on 
January 20, 1921. Even as he landed, he 
thought of schooling and by the third day 
of his arrival, he had already registered 
in the New York Evening Public School 
on 42nd Street. During the day, John 
worked to support his mother and 
younger brother, Robinson. His formal 
education spanned over seven years, 


_completing during this period public 


elementary school in two years, high 
school in three years and spending two 
years at Columbia University. 

By virtue of his honesty and clean and 
clear records, Mr. Keyishian is a widely 
known, highly respected and unreserved- 
ly trusted businessman in the oriental rug 
business community of the entire country. 

In the Armenian Comunity of 
America, howeggr, Mr. Keyishian enjoys 
the reputation of not only a successful 
businessman, but also that of a truly 
patriotic Aymenian. He is viewed as a 
reputable community leader and a 
talented writer. His lifelong involvement, 
as well as important contributions to wor- 
thwhile Armenian religious, cultural and 
charitable causes clearly indicate that he 
rightfully merits the community's respect 


and admiration. 
An impeccable evangelical Armenian, 


BY FAITH 


Kneeling together when they pray. 
I saw that dream unfolding, 

But did not really understand 
How faith could build a temple 
On that unyielding lava land. 
Slowly my eyes were opened 

As my new love gripped my soul; 
I saw people from every nation 
Working toward one common goal. 
There was no language barrier 
By those called by faith and mirth 


John H. Keyishian 


Mr. Keyishian has been a very active 
member of the Armenian Evangelical 
Church of New York in which he has 
served as.a.member of the Board of 
Elders, Deacons and Trustees, and also 
as Chairman and member of many im- 
portant committees. 

For over half a century, Mr. Keyishian 
has served the Knights of Vartan in im- 
portant leadership capacities, such as 
Master, Grand Recorder, District Repre- 
sentative and member of numerous com- 
‘mittees. In 1975, in appreciation of his 
devoted services, he received the Man of 
the Year award of this organization. In 
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To extend the Saviors message 
To every nation on this earth. 
Christ’s teaching is life eternal: 
With love He nourishes this land, 
Quietly strengthening the faithful 
Who clasp His nail scarred hand. 
When my faith is worn thin 
And I need help to understand, 
I pray God will call me again 
| Ale at es ahs 
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1983, he was once again honored, along 
with another former AMAA President, 
Vahe Rubian, DDS. at a special 
testimonial banquet given by the Etch- 
miadzin Lodge of the Knights of Vartan. 

Mr. Keyishian has also served the 

Chomaklou Compatriotic Society. For 
more than twenty years, he has acted as 
head of the Society, and for 40 years he 
has.edited Arkeos, the official publication 
of the Compatriotic Organization. 

Mr. Keyishian is a literary man—a well 
read person, an accomplished writer and 
a talented poet. Over the years, he has 
contributed numerous articles and poems 
to the former Gotchnag, the Arme- 
nian/American Outlook and_ other 
publications. He has published two highly 
appreciated books in the Armenian 
language: Heart Effusions, a collection of 
his poems; and Garbis, The Bridegroom- 
to-be,a play. In all his writings, Mr. 

Keyishian comes through as a sensitive 
and observant writer who expresses his 
love for fellow human beings and 
demonstrates his devotion to our ethnic 
and cultural values in a uniquely original 
style. 

The choicest spot in Mr. Keyishian’s 
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heart and life, however, has been always 
reserved for the work of the AMAA. His 
initial involvement with the AMAA dates 
back to his tender age when, as a young 
idealistic man, he was captivated by the 
high purposes of the Association. Since 
then, he has uninterruptedly and whole- 
heartedly served the Association in many 
capacities. He has been a loyal and 
generous member; acted as Chairman of 
his church’s AMAA Chapter; and served 
on the Board of Directors, the Executive 
and other important committees. In 
1964, Mr. Keyishian was elected as Presi- 
dent of the AMAA and for two con- 
secutive terms, until 1966, he served as 
a most capable, wise and inspiring leader. 
But, Mr. Keyishian’s contribution to the life 
and work of the AMAA cannot te 
measured only by the length of time he 
served the Association in formal 
capacities. Mr. Keyishian has a unique 
grasp of AMAAs spirit and mission which 
have motivated him to be a tactful pro- 
moter and an ambassador par excellance 
of the Association. 
In a letter dated 1967 and addressed 
to our Executive Director, Dr. G.H. 
Chopourian, then the Pastor of the 


Armenian Martyrs’ Congregational 
Church of Havertown, PA., Mr. Keyishian 
has given a moving testimony to his 
eminently Christian philosophy of life and 
his profound love for the Armenian peo- 
ple. An excerpt of that letter reads: 
“Thanks be to the Almighty that I have 
left all difficulties behind and look forward 
to the blessed future, trying to consider 
every God-given day as His gift and to 
live with a thankful heart—giving and do- 
ing those things which will be for the good 
of our nation’s remaining members” 

Mr. Keyishian was married to the 
former Arax Artinian, a devoted wife and 
mother who passed away in 1980. John 
has two children: Harry Keyishian, Ph.D., 
a professor of English at Fairleigh Dickin- 
son University; and Paul Keyishian, pro- 
prietor of Keyishian’s Carpetland; and six 
grandchildren. 

On behalf of the President, Mr. Nazar 
Daghlian, the Board of Directors, the en- 
tire membership, we salute Mr. John 
Keyishian and extend our loving gratitude 
to him for his inspiring contribution 
towards the growth and progress of our 
beloved Association. 


JAMES G. JAMESON ESSAY CONTEST AWARDS 


The Executive Director of the Arme- 
nian Missionary Association of America 
(AMAA), the Rev. Dr. G.H. Chopourian, 
announced that in June 1985, the 
AMAA made its first awards in its James 
G. Jameson Essay Contest. Dr. Fred 
Assadourian, Chairman of the Publica- 
tions Committee of the AMAA, which 
administers the Essay Contest, said that 
two papers, both well-written and results 
of extensive research in subjects on Ar- 
menian culture, were tied for first place 
honors in the opinion of the judges. One 
of the papers was presented by Mr. Mark 
Movsesian of Forest Hills, NY. Mr. 
Movsesian has just graduated from Har- 
vard College and will enter law school in 
the fall. His topic was The New Millet: 
Causes of Armenian Immigration to the 
United States. The second paper was by 
Mr. John Ajemian of Chicago, ILL. Mr. 
Ajemian’s topic was Perceptions on 
Armenian Society in the 14th and 15th 


Centuries as Seen through Colophons of 
Armenian Manuscripts. In accordance 
with the decision of the judges, each of 
these contestants will receive an award of 
$200. Jane Alice Berberian of Holbrook, 
MA, was given honorable mention for her 
excellent paper on Armenian Khatchkars. 

The AMAA James G. Jameson Essay 
Contest was established through a 
generous donation by Mr. James G. 
Jameson of Brookline, MA. Mr. 
Jameson, who is a long time generous 
supporter of the educational projects of 
the AMAA, is deeply interested in the 
preservation of our Armenian cultural 
heritage. He says that he established the 
Essay Contest “to stimulate a desire in 
Armenian youth to broaden their knowl- 
edge and understanding of their tradi- 
tional background and cultural heritage” 

Judging from past entries, the AMAA 
believes that the contest is fulfilling its pur- 
pose and looks forward to future entries. 


The next award will be made in 
1986 and the deadline for entries 
is April 30, 1986. The James G. 
Jameson Essay Contest encourages en- 
tries on any aspect of Armenian heritage, 
such as literature, language, culture, ge- 
ography, economy, history and religion. 
Essays are expected to be unpublished 
originals in English with lengths of 1000- 
2000 words. The contest is open to any 
full Armenian or part Armenian between 
the ages of 15 to 25. Awards are based 
on style, language, accuracy of facts, ex- 
tent of research, and magnitude of 
helpfulness of the essay to Armenian 
youth. Further information can be obtain- 
ed from: 
Armenian Missionary Association 
of America, Inc. 
140 Forest Avenue 
Paramus, New Jersey 07652 


(201) 265-2607, 265-2608 


FIVE AMAA SUPPORTED YOUTH GRADUATE 
FROM THEOLOGICAL SCHOOLS 


The Executive Director of the Arme- 
nian Missionary Association of America 
(AMAA), The Rev. Dr. GH. 
Chopourian, announced that with the 
close of the 1984-85 school year, five 
students who were recipients of generous 
AMAA Scholarship grants while in 
seminary, completed their theological 
training and graduated with post graduate 
degrees from various institutions of higher 
learning around the country. 

We are happy to introduce these 
young Armenian Theological graduates 
who, according to Dr. Chopourian, “are 
now trained, equipped and ready to 
Serve as pastors, youth directors, mis- 
sionaries and church leaders”: 

Nayiri Karjian, daughter of the Rev. 
Hovhannes and Mrs. Rebecca Karjian of 
Beirut, Lebanon, graduated from Lan- 
caster Theological Seminary in June with 
a Master of Divinity degree. As a 
seminary student, Miss Karjian conducted 
the liturgy and taught Sunday School 
Class at the Conestoga United Methodist 
Church. Currently she is engaged in a 
One-year internship program at the 
Bethany United Church of Christ in 
Ephrata, PA, after which she will be ready 
to go into pastoral ministry wherever God 
Calls her. 

David Mark Keazirian graduated 
from the Gordon-Conwell Theological 
Seminary of South Hamilton, MA with 
a Master of Divinity degree. As a 
seminary student, Mr. Keazirian did his 
interim preaching at the Fort Square 
United Presbyterian Church in Quincy, 
MA. He is looking forward to going inte 
full-time Pastoral Ministry. He is special- 
ly interested in ministering to emotional- 
ly hurting persons. 

” Haig Kojoginniaa graduated from 
Princeton Theological Seminary with a 
Master of Divinity degree, on June 4, 
1985. He is currently engaged in 
volunteer Christian work with the Arme- 
nian Brotherhood Bible Church of 
Pasadena, CA. Mr. Kojoglanian is plan- 
ning to attend Fuller Theological 
Seminary and work towards a Ph.D. in 
Psychology. He plans to join the faculty 
of.an institution of higher learning in the 
future and teach Old Testament and other 
religious subjects. 


Nayil Ranjan 


Lawrence Frank Amerian Mur- 
phy graduated simultaneously from the 
American Baptist Seminary of the West 
with a Master of Divinity degree and from 
Fuller Theological Seminary with a 
Master of Arts Degree. Mr. Murphy, an 
experienced evangelist, has a long record 
of Christian service to his credit. He 
ministers to those in prison, leads Chris- 
tian Seminars, engages in evangelism 
work and helps in planting churches in 
Hispanic Communities. He also leads 
Armenian Evangelical youth retreats. He 
and his wife, Denise, live in San Jose, 
CA., with their three children, Elizabeth, 
13: Daniel, 11; and Rachel, 6. 

Calvin Sagherian, the son of the 
Rev. and Mrs. Hagop Sagherian of 
Beirut, Lebanon, graduated with a Master 
of Divinity degree from the Talbot 
Theological Seminary in La Mirada, CA. 
Mr. Sagherian, a capable and popular 
youth leader, is doing his internship at the 
Lake Avenue Congregational Church in 
Pasadena. He is interested in Christian 
youth work, and looks forward to serv- 
ing in youth ministries with the ultimate 
goal of pastoral work in Armenian 
Evangelical Churches. 

John Keuhnelian, M.D., Vice President 
of the AMAA and Chairman of the 
Scholarship Committee of the Associa- 
tion through which 22 theological can- 
didates and 180 qualified Armenian 
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Calvin Sagherian 


University students were supported dur- 

ing the past academic year said, “The 

Board of Directors and the entire AMAA 

Family rejoice at this year’s fine harvest 

of Armenian theological graduates” Dr. 

Keuhnelian added, “The AMAA believes 
that the many spiritual and moral ques- 
tions faced in our community and the 
society at large, could be addressed, at 
least on a human level, by having 
younger, committed and better trained 
church leaders. We are indeed very 
grateful for the exciting opportunity we 
have to help in the training of qualified 
and committed young men and women 
who will serve the spiritual needs of our 
people’ 


The training of future church leaders 


has always been one of AMAAs priorities. 
The Association makes substantial in- 
vestments each year to sponsor the train- 
ing of future church leaders. For the up- 
coming 1985-96 academic year, and on 
the recommendation of the Scholarship 
Committee, the Association will assist in 
the theological training of 15 students at- 
tending various seminaries in the United 
States and the Middle East. 

The AMAA is grateful to the generous 
benefactors who have set up Endowed 
Funds with annual income designated for 
the tuition of pastoral trainees. Among 
these are: Prof. Loutfi Levonian 
Fund, Mr. & Mrs. M.H. Muradian 
Memorial Fund, Mr. & Mrs.’D.G. 
Kazarian Fund, Hagop & Yester 
Dohanian Family Fund, Ezras & 
Nellie Tellalian Fund, Eugene 
Clemence Memorial Fund, Paul & 
Arousiag Iskiyan Theological 
Fund, Avedis & Parantzem 

Kezlarian Fund, Karekin 
Kaboolian Fund, Harry & 


THE MISSION (cont. from page 2) 


nian Church is Old Testament-oriented in 
its liturgy and service. The “Priestly” tradi- 
tion and the “Temple” practices of the Old 
Testament prevail. The Evangelical 
Church is grace-oriented, as portrayed in 
the New Testament and is prophetic in its 
practices. This means challenging our 
Armenians everywhere to accept God's 
gift of Christ: to embrace God's grace as 
a free gift by faith in Christ and thus earn 
eternal happiness, for the road to God's 
presence is not by sacrifices and offerings 
for “The sacrifices of God are a broken 
and contrite heart” The Evangelicals must 
hold up the torch of personal salvation 
in Christ! 

There are at least five or six additional 
contributions Evangelicals made to Ar- 
menian Christian life which need to be 
upheld and continued: 


1. The movement popularized the Bible; 

2. Kept church and politics separate; 

3. Kept the Apostolic Church open to 
reform; 

4. Purified and unified the vernacular Ar- 
menian language with the translation 
of the Bible into the spoken language; 

5. Introduced daily devotion into the 
home; 


David Mark Keazirian 


Catherine Apelian Memorial 
Fund, S.K. & G.T. Emurian/Arsen 
Gulian Fund, Leon & Matilda 
Giridlian Fund, and Makanian 
Missionary Fund. 


The AMAA provides important 
facilities to those desiring to establish Trust 
Funds to assist the education of religious 


6. Gave prominence to Kyrigma, the 
preaching of the Word. 


In the late 1960's and early 1970's 
three princes of the Armenian Church 
were asked to give their opinion on the 
value of the Evangelical Movement. What 
they wrote is encouraging: 


“Evangelicals popularized the Bible and 
Sunday Schools and developed exem- 
plary Schools”—Archbishop Papken 
Varjabedian. 

“ | brought some blessings into the cir- 
cle of the Armenian people and the Ar- 
menian Church. These were a general 
feeling of love of religion, love of 
Bible-reading, a prayerful life, higher 
education and the Sunday School 
movement. . ” — Archbishop Hrant 
Khatchadourian. 


“. Catechetical textbooks and religious 
magazines were published; new semi- 
rninaries were established for the train- 
ing of clergy; the importance of preach- 
ing the Word was emphasized by re- 
iterating the special. education of 
preachers; the traditional customs of 
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Haig Kojoglanian 


leaders. Interested parties are invited to 
write or call: 


Dr. G.H. Chopourian, 
Executive Director 
Armenian Missionary Association 
of America, Inc. 
140 Forest Avenue 
Paramus, New Jersey 07652 
Telephone: (201) 265 - 2607 


family prayer, Bible reading and other 
devotional practices were encouraged” 
—Archbishop Torkom Manoogian. 


.Yes, Evangelicals have a mission to our 
nation! If we are somewhat faltering at the 
present, that should be no excuse to fall. 
Instead, Evangelicals should be more 
strongly challenged to think of making 
greater contributions. 

But we cannot do it if we do not face 
the trends that are weakening our uni- 
quemess. Two questions may give us an 
idea of the trends: 

“All Armenians practice it, why 
shouldn't we?” You can't live your life by 
what others do; majority is not the Evan- 
gelical’s standard. It wasn't the standard 
of our Lord. : 

“Should we proselitize other Armen- 
ians?” No, but is that to be translated to 
mean silence? We are ordered by Christ 
to be his witnesses to all, including Ar- 
menians. 

Evangelicals have a specialty, viz, to 
preach the Word in season and out of 
season. 

If we are faithful, Christ will honor us. 


THE EYEWITNESS STORY OF 
“THE FORTY DAYS OF MUSA DAGH” 


PART III 
(Continued from June issue of the 
AMAA NEWS. ) 


Here it is timely to say a few words 
about our arms and food supplies. 

Our fire arms were as follows: 

About 400 old fashioned single barrel- 
ed and double barreled shot guns. These 
were loaded from the top of the barrels, 
and were used for hunting. Possesion of 


these was legal and almost every family | 


had one. 
97 Martin rifles each with 30 to 100 
cartridges. 
11 Kondakli Mouzare each with 100 to 
200 rounds. 
15 Kermah shot guns, and enough 
materials to reload about 3000 cartridges. 
Our food supply would have hardly 
been enough for 10 weeks. 
The next eight or nine days were com- 
paratively peaceful ones. This lull gave us 


a chance to evaluate our situation and | 


make changes where necessary. Our 
fighting organization remained the same, 
with minor changes. Our fighting men 
were divided into 43 groups of 10 each 
plus a leader over each ten. 

It was felt that when an enemy attack 
started, it was taking too long for the rein- 
forcements to reach the front line. It was 
decided to create a group of 33 men, 
made up of our best fighters and armed 
with the best fire arms we had available. 
They were further divided into tee 
groups of ten each with an elevent 
member designated as the leader. They 
were stationed in a central location to be 
able to reinforce any front in the shortest 


time possible. 
A labor corps was created of people 


who were too old to fight. They were to 
dig trenches and fortify positions where 
necessary. 

The women used to fetch water, and 


also cook and carry food to the fighters 


at the front. 
All the dogs were killed so that their 


barking would not betray the location of 


Our camps. 
Soon, it was realized that we could not 


stay here and fight indefinitely. The world 


war might last a long, long time. The 

most reasonable hope for us would be, 

if possible, to contact the Allied warships 

that used to cruise the Mediterranean 
waters nearby. Accordingly, ‘under the 

guidance of my brother, two bed sheets 

wer procured. On one a large red cross | 
was sewn. A plea for help was compos- 

ed by my brother in English and written | 
on the other bedsheet with a pencil. 

Some of the women crocheted over the | 
penciled message with red yarn. The ! 
bedsheets were then fastened on two 

poles. Four people were assigned to the 

flag squad. They were stationed near the 

sea On é§) unobstructed hill. They were 

to watch for allied warships and if they 

happened to see one they were to open 

the,;flags and hold them up so that they 

could be seen from the friendly ships. 

On August 19, the enemy appeared 
at four different points. It soon became 
evident that they meant business at only 
one point. 

This was to be the most determined at- 
tack of the enemy, their number 
estimated at 3000 regulars and 4000 ir- 
regulars. They fired continuously and 
asked aloud the help of their Allah. This 
time, they again made use of two small 
cannons with which they continuously 
bombarded our positions. Our fighters 
answered their “bang bang” and “Allah 
Akbar” with bullets. During this day's 
fighting, our losses were 8 killed and 5 
wounded of whom 3 died later. 

The next morning the fighting resum- 
ed with the previous day’s intensity. Un- 
til noon, the enemy was hardly able to 
advance. But in the afternoon, they got 
close to the main camp. It was a very 
dangerous situation. Despair was 
spreading. Some men were getting ready 
to kill their loved ones and then commit 
suicide in order not to be captured by the 
Turks. 

Towards evening, all of a sudden 
enemy bullets started whistling overhead 
in the air at the main camp. For a little 
while, it felt that the beginning of the end 
had started. We did not have a general. 
We did not have a strategist. This was a 
people’ self defense. At this critical mo- 
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— Alexander A. Antrasian 


ment, several small groups of our fighters, 
independent of each other, reached the 
conclusion that this was a do or die night. 
They communicated their ideas to each 
other and decided to attack the enemy 
during the night. They surrounded the 
enemy on three sides and started firing 
from all three sides. This created a con- 
fusion in the enemy camp. They started 
running in confusion to save their skin. 
When morning came, the enemy had 
disappeared. Small groups of them who 
had lost their way were roaming around. 
Some of them were hunted down. Others 
escaped. 

The enemy had left behind seven rifles 
and 3000 rounds of ammunition. 

In the second day's fighting we had 
seven casualties, 3 dead and 4 wounded. 

According to our intelligence reports 
the enemy had 190 wounded and about 
1000 missing. Most likely the great ma- 
jority of those missing had deserted and ° 


- disappeared, taking advanage of the 


situation. 

After we aborted the enemy's most re- 
cent and most powerful attempt to sub- 
due us, the Turks changed their stratey. 
They decided to blockade us and starve 
us into submission. They fortified the 
areas where they were stationed and 
waited. 

It was at noon on Sunday, September 
6, a beautiful day even though our hearts 
were heavy and the prospects for survival 
not so bright, when suddenly every one 
was electrified by cries of joy “Vapour 
egayr, vapour egayr” (the ship has arriv- 
ed) that rang through the air. A French 
cruiser had noticed our flag, had come 
closer to the shore and sent a boat ashore 
to take several of our people aboard. One 
of our men could speak French. He ex- 
plained the situation to the captain of the 

cruiser in detail. The captain reported his 


| findings to his superiors by wireless com- 


munication, and they instructed him to 


| tell us that within eight days they would 
_ give us an answer as to what they could 


: do for us. 
Turkish authorities, realizing that the 
sutuation had tilted in our favor, made a 
final effort to conquer us. 


On September 7, just before sunrise, 
they started their attack. While the battle 
was going on, our Defense Council 
members, having received an invitation 
from Vice Admiral Dartije du Fourne, 
went on board ship to pay their respects 
to the Admiral. The Admiral assured 
them they would soon rescue us. 

The battle fasted all day. In the first few 
meurs the enemy made a speedy ad- 
vance. But the determined defense and 
the counter attack of our fighters turned 
the tide and caused them to run in disar- 

ray. They ran all the way down to where 
they came from. 

In this battle they had a large mob of 
irregulars and maybe a couple of thou- 
sand or more regulars. That day our 
casualties were two dead and one’ 
wounded. We can only guess at the 
casualties on the enemy side. It must 
have been fifty or more times than those 
of ours. 

In the evening of September 10, the 
French communicated their decision to 
us. We were to be taken to Port Said, 
Egypt. 

Within two days, all the people 
descended to the seashore and were 
taken aboard five ships. Our animals and 
other belongings that had to be left 
behind were destroyed so that the enemy 
would not be able to make use of them. 

The sailors, very gently and lovingly, 
helped everyone aboard the ships. 

Here it is worth mentioning that by a 
happy coincidence there was an Arme- 
nian naval officer on one of the ships. His 
name was Diran Tekeyan. He was a 
great help to us. 

Starting on Spetember 13 and on the 
following few days, we disembarked from 
the five naval ships onto the eastern 
banks of the Suez Canal across from the 
city of Port Said. There we found a tent 
city prepared for us. 

The place was named “Armenian 
Refugees’ Camp” The Armenian colony 
of Egypt helped us in many ways, the 
Armenian General Benevolent Union 
opened an elementary school for our 
children, and the British used -their in- 
fluence on the Egyptian government to 
feed the refugees. 

After disembarking, a count of our 
people showed that there were 4200 of 
us. 

We stayed there for four years. At the 
end of the war, we were taken back to 
our homes in Musa Dagh, again on board 
French ships. Vive la France! 


THE SIXTY-SIXTH ANNUAL MEETING 
OF THE AMAA 


The Sixty-Sixth Annual Meeting of the Armenian Missionary Association of 
America, Inc. will be held on Sunday, October 20, 1985 at 1:30 p.m. at the Im- 
manuel Armenian Congregational Church, 9516 Downey Ave., Downey, Calif. 
Tel. (213) 862-7012. 

All members of the Association are urged to attend the Meeting to: 

Hear and approve reports of the AMAA Officers, Committees, Chapters and 

affiliated Boards; 

Receive and approve the financial reports; 

°Consider and confirm the budget for the new fiscal year 1985-86; 

eElect six Board members to replace the outgoing officers; 

°Elect four members to the Nominating Committee: 

eElect an Auditor; 

°Consider and act upon any other business that may legitimately come before 

the membership. 


Members and friends are also cordially invited to the following functions to mark 
the 66th Annual Meeting: 


WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY & FRIDAY, OCTOBER 16, 17 & 18, 1985 

Ministers’ Seminar Retreat: For active ministers of the churches of the 

Armenian Evangelical Union of North America. Auditors by application or 
request. 


FRIDAY, OCTOBER 18 
Meeting of the Board of Directors: Session | — 4:00 p.m. 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19 
Meeting of the Board of Directors: Session JI — 9:00 a.m. 
Meeting of the Board of Trustees-Stephen Philibosiam Founda- 
tion: 2:30 p.m. 
Annual Meeting Banquet: 7:00 p.m., Avazian Hall, UACC, 
3480 Cahuenga Blvd., N. Hollywood, Calif. Keynote speaker: Albert 
Momjian Esq.; Music: David Bakamijian, Cellist; Gwendolyn Mok, Pianist. 


SUNDAY, OCTOBER 20 

Annual Meeting Worship Service: 11:00 a.m., Immanuel Armenian 
Congregational Church 

Luncheon: 12:30 p.m. 

The 66th Annual Meeting of the AMAA: 1:30 p.m. 

Meeting of the Board of Directors: Session III — 4:30-5:30 p.m. 


The AMAA President, Nazar Daghlian, and the Board of Directors look for- 
ward with great anticipation to the presence and participation of all ministers and 
members of churches, representatives of AMAA and Missions Committees as well 
as AMAA members and friends. 

For further information on the 66th Annual Meeting and the related activities, 
please call or write to: 


Armenian Missionary Association of America 
140 Forest Avenue 

Paramus, New Jersey 07652 

(201) 265 - 2607, 2608 


ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS 


FIFTIETH WEDDING ANNIVER- 
SARY OF PUZANT AND ANGEL 
GULESSERIAN 


— Bu ASS. Badeer 


Mr. and Mrs- Puzant Gulesserian 


On Saturday the 29th of June 1985, 
a very elaborate and impressive 50th 
Wedding Anniversary surprise party was 
planned for Puzant and Angel Gulesser- 
ian by their children Hrair, Hilda, Ike and 
Sam and their families. The gathering 
was held in the backyard of Hrair's and 
Margo beautiful home. Around the 
swimming pool there were some fifteen 
or so beautifully decorated tables, sur- 
rounded by a thick wall of lovely trees, 
making the place both private and very 
attractive. 

Starting at 4 p.m. some 140 close 
relatives and friends started to pour in 
from all over California, as well as cousins 
and brothers from the East Coast. When 
Puzant and Angel were brought around 
about 5 p.m. they were stunned to see 
all this big crowd who welcomed them to 
the tune of “Happy anniversary to you. 
Undoubtedly, Puzant and Angel were 
both very emotional and happy for this 
most unexpected gathering. The au- 
dience also shared their mixed emotions. 
As the children knew that Angel liked 
violet colors, they arranged that all the 
flowers on the tables, ribbons, table 
covers, balloons, etc. had violet color in 
them. There was a lot of detail to which 
they must have given 4 lot of thought. 

There were seven persons who made 
short speeches: Dr. P. Krikorian, Dr. Ara 
Ketenjian, Rev. G. Tilkian, Rev. Vahe 
Simonian, Levon Gulesserian, Dr. P. 


Hadidian, Jean Hadidian. At the end I 
had the privilege of expressing a few 
words of appreciation and thanks on 
behalf of the guests and then read the ex- 
cellent letter.from the AMAA written by 
Rev. G. Chopourian. 

The following day, Sunday, the same 
group was invited to an equally elaborate 
lunch in The Gulesserians’ beautiful new 
house where the guests continued to en- 
joy a wonderful fellowship and a very 
pleasant catered lunch. 

The whole two days of exquisite and 
elaborate entertainment and joyful 
fellowship was an_ indication of the 
respect, love and dignity Puzant and 
Angel have. implanted in their dear 
children. Around three oclock the guests 
started to depart with unforgettable sweet 


memories. 
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SAO PAULO CHURCH HONORS 
REV. SAPSEZIAN 

At a ¢fecial banquet held in the Arme- 
nian Club of Sao Paulo on August 10, 
1985, the Armenian Evangelical Church 
of Sao Paulo, Brazil, honored its Pastor 
Emeritus, the Rev. Dr. Aharon Sapsezian 
on the 30th Anniversary of his ordination 
into Christian ministry. A large number 
of Armenian Evangelical parishioners as 
well as friends and guests attended the 
banquet and greeted the Rev. Sapsezian 
and his wife Zabel, who were in Sao 
Paulo on a visit from Geneva, Switzerland 
where the Rev. Sapsezian is the pastor of 


the local church. , 
Prior to his service in the Theological 


Education Fund of the World Council of 
Churches and his current ministry with 
Swiss congregations, the Rev. Sapsezian 
was the pastor of the Armenian Evangel- 
ical Church of Sao Paulo. 


55TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
IMMANUEL CHURCH 
The Immanuel Armenian Congrega- 


tional Church of Downey, CA, the Rev. 


Edward S. Tovmassian, Pastor, marked 
its 55th Anniversary with a special Ban- 
quet on April 27, 1985. Guest speakers 
for the event, introduced by the Master 
of Ceremonies, Ray Savoian, were the 
Rev. Harry Missirlian, Minister to the 
AEUNA, and former District Attorney, 
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The Rev. and Mrs. Edward S. Tovumassian 


Robert Philibosian. Mr. Philibosian prais- 
ed Christian Armenian people for their 
success in raising generations of wor- 
thwhile citizens, devoting themselves to 
their families, their community, their 
church alt@ their country. 

A special musical program by Guy 
Chookoorian featured a number of 
western and Armenian songs, including 
a moving rendition of “Yerevan”. 

Chairperson of the Banquet Commit- 
tee, Kay Zoolalian, her assistant, Queenie 
Kazarian, and other members, were 
pleased with the success of the Banquet 
which also honored the oldest member 
of the Immanuel Church, Mrs. Zabel 
Kazarian who is 94 years young. 


THE REV. & MRS. G.H. 
CHOPOURIAN HONORED AT 
SURPRISE FAMILY PARTY 
— By M.B. Janbazian 

Our Executive Director, the Rev. Dr. 
G.H. Chopourian and his wife, Mrs. 
Yeprouhie. were honored at a surprise 
40th wedding anniversary party on Sun- 
day, June 23rd at the home of their eldest 
daughter, Eileen, in Havertown, Pa. The 
event was jointly organized by their three 
daughters and their husbands: Vera and 
Tom Bailey and Vicky and Tom Gehrt, 
all of Wilmington, Delaware, and Eileen 
and Harry Stephey, Havertown, Pa. 

Some forty family members and 
relatives greeted the honorees and en- 
joyed a pleasant time of fine Armenian 
food and fellowship. Warm congratula- 
tions to our Executive Director and Mrs. 
Yeprouhie and prayerful wishes for many 
more years of happy life and fruitful 
ministry together. 
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FORTY TONS OF HOUSEHOLD EFFECTS AND 
APPAREL SHIPPED TO LEBANON 


Through the successful efforts of new 
Board Member Kirk Sermabeikian, 
Hanover House, a subsidiary of Horn 
and Hardart, made a gift of household 
effects and wearing apparel to the Arme- 
nian Missionary Association of America, 
cost value of which amounted to 
$250,000.00. The AMAA shipped the 
items in two large containers on May 16, 
1985 and word reached on July 8 the 

shipment has been cleared from customs 

tax-free because the goods were to be 
distributed to needy families and service 
organizations. Mr. Kirk Sermabeikian, to 
whom all Armenians should extend their 
appreciation, is a highly placed Executive 
at Horn and Hardart Company as Vice- 
President Controller. Our deep gratitude 
also goes to Mr. William J. Fitzgerald, 
President of Hanover House, who acced- 
ed to our request, and trusted us with the 
large gift. 

The details of the manner in which the 
goods were received and distributed are 
satisfactorily explained in His Holiness, 
Catholicos Karekin IIs letter of July 30, 
1985 which reached the AMAA head- 
quarters on August 8. 

“Dear Rev. Chopourian, 

“We would like to thank you whole- 
heartedly for your letter of 6th May, 1985 
and enclosed papers related to the ship- 
ment of two containers of discarded 
clothing and other material. Indeed, this 
contribution of the Armenian Missionary 
Association of America is very highly ap- 
préciated by us and all those who benefit- 
ted from it. 

“They arrived safely and our office of 
the Catholocosate did everything to have 
them delivered from the customs’ services 
without any taxes or government 
charges. First we brought them to the 
Catholicosate and invited the Chairman 
of the Inter-Community Committee of 
the Social Service Organizations, Mr. 
Haig Tilbian, to find the proper way of 
distributing the material to the various in- 

stitutions of social service within the 
Armenian communities. In this Commit- 
tee are represented all our three Arme- 
nian communities, Orthodox, Catholic 


and Protestant, as well as the A.G.BU. 
After discussion in the said Committee 


they made the list for distribution to all 
the institutions including the Birds’ Nest, 
the CAHL, the Sanatorium of Azounieh, 
KCHG, etc. I think that the work of 
distribution was done in an excellent spirit 
of true ecumenism and brotherhood 
within the Armenian community. It was 
announced in the press also by the Inter- 
Community Social Committee; a photo 
copy of their brief .communication is 
included. 

“Please convey to the members of the 
AMAA Board and the donors, our sin- 
cere thanks and highest appreciation for 
your gracious and generous contribution. 
I want all of them to feel that their sacrifice 
was a worthy gesture of Christian 
fellowship and Armenian solidarity. 

“May God strengthen you and grant 
new and greater services for the well be- 
ing of our Armenian communities around 
the world. 

“Please keep the Middle East and par- 
ticularly Lebanon in the highest priority 
level and continue that same spirit of 
ecumenical engagements. 

Prayerfully, 


His Holiness, Catholicos Karekin II 


Shipping expenses of the goods 
amounted to about $8,000.00. All of you 
kind readers may wish to share the joy 
of service by making a generous contribu- 
tion towards the shipping charges. How 
else can AMAA serve our people but with 


_ your participation? We'll pray God will 
Karekin II, Catholicos of Cilicia” ~ 


touch your heart. 


THE FAMILY OF THE REV. BEDIKIAN 
GATHER IN TRIBUTE TO HIS MEMORY 


A special service was held on Sunday, 
May 5, 1985, at the Armenian 
Evangelical Church of New York, to 
honor the memory of the late Rev. A.A. 
Bedikian on the Centennial of his birth. 
The service lasted one hour and was con- 
ducted by his immediate family members 
who had prepared a series of slides and 
narration to accompany them. The slides 


began with a photo of his father, Rev. . 


Arakel Bedikian, pennamed “Kissag,” a 
prominent leader in the Armenian com- 
munity in Istanbul. Immediately after the 
photo of Kissag came photos of his 
church in Istanbul. 

The story, accompanied by pictures, 
wove through the life of Rev. Bedikian: 
his education at Bardizag High School, 
Robert College in Istanbul, and at the 
University of Chicago, where he receiv- 
ed his M.A. degree; then on to his mar- 
riage to Marie Bashian in 1919; the birth 
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of his daughter, Gloria; the newly ac- 
quired church building on 34th Street in 
New York City where he served 40 years 
as pastor; and the launching of the Arme- 
nian Missionary Association of America. 
Soon after the end of World War I, the 
Rev. Bedikian acted as the Executive 
Secretary of the Association. It was a 
labor of love and the church stood behind 
him. During his 40 years of ministry, the 
Rev. Bedikian also published many ar- 
ticles and books. There were five volumes 
of Djeraks, The Golden Age of Armenia, 
a 700-page volume entitled The Story of 
Bardizag, and numerous other books, 
editorials and articles. 

The last of the slides were of the dawn. 
The narration ended with the reading of 
a passage from the Sankrit that was 
framed and hung over the desk of his 
study. 
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PRESIDENT REAGAN APPOINTS 
GOV. DEUKMEJIAN TO HOLO- 
CAUST COUNCIL 

On July 12, 1985, the White House 
announced that President Ronald 
Reagan has appointed Gov. George 
Deukmejian to be a member of the U.S. 
Holocaust Council. 

Mr. Set Momjian, former Board 
member of the Armenian Missionary 
Association of America, has been the on- 
ly Armenian member of the Council in 
the past five years. In a statement on Gov. 
Deukmejian’s appointment, Mr. Momjian 
said, “Every Armenian is proud to learn 
of the Governors appointment to the US. 
Holocaust Council by President Ronald 
Reagan. The Council could receive no 
finer addition to its membership. Gover- 
nor Deukmejian has set high standards 
in everything he has ever done. He is the 
Chief Executive Officer of the State with 
the most sizable number of Armenians. . - 
The authority and prestige George Deuk- 
mejian brings to the Council as the 
Governor of the Country's most impor- 
tant State is unquestioned.” 


BEDROSSIAN LEADS 

OPHTHALMOLOGISTS 
Dr. Robert Bedrossian, a Vancouver 
ophthalmologist, assumed the 1985 
presidency of the Washington State 
Academy of Ophthalmology at its an- 
nual meeting in Seattle. His is the son of 
Mrs. Angele Hancock of Lima, PA, a Life 
Member and Endowed Funder of the 
AMAA. 
The Academy is made up of about 
90% of the practicing ophthalmologists 
in the state. Bedrossian was 
president-elect of the academy for 1980. 
Dr. Bedrossian has been practicing 
mology in Vancouver since 
er. Be is ae president of the Clark 
County Medical Society, Columbia 
Health Service, and the medical staffs of 
Vancouver Memorial and St. Joseph 
Community hospitals. He was on the 
Governors Advisory Council for Com- 
prehensive Health Planning for six years 
and twice has been a presidential elector. 
He has written more than 33 articles 
published in medical journals or text- 
books and has presented papers at four 
international meetings and five national 
meetings of ophthalmologists. He also 


selected as ° 


has been a visiting lecturer and surgeon 
in Indonesia, Afghanistan, Kenya and 
China. 


WILLLIAM ALEXANDER 
KALAIDJIAN 

The Reverend and Mrs. William 
Kalaidjian of New York are proud grand- 
parents of William Alexander Kalaidjian. 
Little William, the first grandson, was 
born on August 1, 1985 at 12:45 a.m. 
The Rev. William Kalaidjian’s father, the 
Rev. MTT. Kalaidjian, acted as Executive 
Secretary of the AMAA for the period 
1919-1921. 


EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR PARTICI- 
PATES IN KNIGHTS OF VARTAN 
BANQUET 

In one of his @equent appearances in 
community events, on July 6, 1985, the 
Executive Director participated in the pro- 
gram of a @ala Banquet held in conjunc- 
tion with the Annual Convocation of the 
Knights of Vartan at the Marriot Hotel in 
Tarrytown, N.Y. The banquet, which also 
featured the longtime and dedicated ac- 


countant of the AMAA, Charles Davitian, | 


CPA, as Master of Ceremonies, was at- 
tended by a very large number of Knights 
of Vartan delegates from all over the 
United States. The picture below depicts 
some of the guests at the head table: 
(from I. to r.) Mrs. Charles Davitian, Mr. 
Charles Davitian, Dr. G.H. Chopourian 
giving the benediction and Mr. Sahag 
Saraydarian. (Picture courtesy of Col. 


Arzoumanian.) 


ARMENIAN: THE ELEVENTH 
LARGEST ETHNIC PRESS IN THE 
UNITED STATES 

In its October 29, 1984 issue, The U.S. 
News and World Report featured an in- 
teresting statistics entitled, “The Nation's 
Ethnic Press” The statistics listed 23 dif- 
ferent ethnic groups with the number of 
their newspapers which ranged from 3 to 
24 newspapers. The Armenians were 
listed as the eleventh ethnic group with 
six newspapers with a circulation of 
43,951. Spanish was the first on the list 
boasting 24 newspapers with a total cir- 
culation of 875,465. 


ARE YOU ONE OF THOSE? 

Guggenheim Arts are working 
on a one-hour documentary on the 
occasion of the Centennial of the 
erectionéithe Statue of Liberty on 
Governors Island in 1886 when 
France made a gift of the statue. 
The Statue of Liberty as well as Ellis 
Island are getting an expensive face 
lift. 

Guggenheim Arts are anxious to 
interview immigrants who came to 
the United States through Ellis 
Island. Are you one of those? If in- 
terested and you live in Maryland, 
Virginia, Washington, Pennsyl- 
vania, New Jersey or New York 
contact by phone or write to: 

Guggenheim Production 

3121 South St. N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20001 
Attention: Gail Schumann 
Tel: (202) 337 - 6900 
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VISITS WITH AMAA MEMBERS AND FRIENDS 


Depicted below are some of the AMAA Members and Friends visited by the Executive Field and West Coast Regional Directors 
during their recent field trips to various areas of the U.S. and Canada. 


ssociation of Bakersfield after a meeting with the AMAA Field and West Coast 
2nd Picture: AMAA friends from the San Clemente, Calif. area flanking 
of the Association. 3rd Picture: Some of the AMAA friends from the 
hosted by Miss Araxie Yeranian of Newington, Conn. 


lst Picture: Members of the Armenian Cultural A 
Directors at the home of Mr. & Mrs. Takvor Takvorian. 
Mrs. Nevart Jambzian, a lifelong supporter of the ministry 
Hartford, Conn. area after a delightful fellowship meeting 


(L. to r.) Mr. & Mrs. William York of Chicago, IIL; Mr. & Mrs. George Sadoian of Dinuba, Calif.; Mr. & Mrs. Jacob Kizirian of 
Fresno, Calif.; Mr. & Mrs. Dikran Jouroyan of Glendale, California. 


ts of a special missionary luncheon held at their home in Cranston, 
pbealiieaatls: Dy. & Mrs. Chopourian and Mr, Jack Loussararian. 
d great grandchild on the eve of their 50th wed- 


a oy d 2nd 
Ist Picture: Dr. & Mrs. Richard Baronian 176! te chee Oaks, Calif. flanked by 


hildren, grandchildren an 


(L. tor.) Mr. & Mrs. Armen Dohanian of Belmont, Mass.; our Field Director, the Rev. M.B. Janbazian with Mrs. Rose Barsumian 
of Tower Lakes, Ill; Dr. & Mrs. Avedis Donabedian of Ann Arbor, Mich.; Mr. & Mrs. John Kerkezian of Fremont, California. 


(left) and Mr. & Mrs. Vincent Kaye of Southfield with the Rev. Dr. 
of Dollard-des-Ormeaux, Quebec with his family. 3rd Picture: The 
MI who prepare and serve the Annual Benefit Luncheon of the 


nian of Southfield, Mich. 
Rev. Mardiros Eylenjian, 
Cong'l. Church of Detroit, 


Ist Picture: Mr. & Mrs. Harold Arti 
Vahan Tootikian. 2nd Picture: The 
hardworking ladies of the Armenian 
local AMAA Chapter. 


(L. to r.) Mr. & Mrs. Paul Topalian of Lexington, Mass; Mr. and Mrs. Mike Megurdichian of Hickory Hills, Ill.; Mr. & Mrs. Vahan 
Memley of Huntington Beach, Calif. with their talented violinist son; Mrs. Lawrence Cone of Oakland. California 


. A kh . ~ 
i ili Lake Bluff, Ill. 2nd Picture: Dr. & Mrs. 
i Chicago, Ill. and Dr. George Aynilian of | 
ats Me Loussararian. 3rd Picture: Mr. Edward Medzian, Mr. George Beylerian and 
Armenian Congregational Church of San Francisco. 


13 


i; Was ‘i 
lst Picture: Mr. & Mrs. Varoujan 
Manasse Manoukian of Los Altos, 
Dr. Zaven Adrouny of the Calvary 


a8 Dae ist S bas |) A bait 
Ist Picture: The Boyajians of Waterford, N.Y. 2nd Picture: Dr. & Mrs. G.H. Chopourian with Mr. & Mrs. Sam Hamo of Anaheim, 
CA; 3rd Picture: Dr. & Mrs. Berj Gueyikian of Lincolnwood, Ill. and Mr. & Mrs. Hagop Balian of Chicago, Ill.. 
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Uuunnidny jowquinnnipfuin pas pulp Gvwlignitip yuu 
PGs wnwlnd quGhlw puguupkip: Vwiwokjup fuinpG Gwe 
~ np finnhG vig guénwé wunkGn tpypp Yynwy inwoé ukn- 
vinniGé wttGkG wqunplG kt, puyg Enp gwinip, pniuih, pnynn 
GunknlG wy vk Y’pypwy ni vk Ghinkn Ywpndwyk, wiiwyku nn 
Eplhaph jnymGGkpniG yn puik wlinn eniphi nw piwltyni: 
Uap. b- 30-32 


Vutusikfup Sunnphpir uno 
qo Yuphyp $ quunhkpugiby 
quizin Sunghepy nprp, 1 Bae 
[fu 1846/44, Y. Yapury SES 
husgdighh guy Ocha psi 
huss unui Ghbgkgfu: Wks 
Phe dp hh tlephwyagbkp ws 
batip. 37 agp Supa ph be 3 hp- 
ukp fh fut: Uushus sis , Epp 
apy winpis untky gianni ayusSby 
bpbtg fag bp wquannefopeiip me. 
yurgunigusiuky fpbiig gurgurinus— 


F a. plpus Ucbunu pustules &pe- 
Fupinacfifenubypp , wing Snqkinp fnpdunncfibuth me 
wbufyppt bufdusSaghi thp wggfh Sk) dyun ting bhegkgh 
dp, ap fuguaks Lkp- U-U- Vhinfl busts thunky Younus, , 
«aapfunniok pp funpurgacg ’ Susuiul thinkg, TL Gwe own dp 
ap fr Sungenyghs 274e ae upuInieiy neuf»: Gi mi yuosi, 149 
wupbubps f fig suy dagqedacpgp abbuncpke hyp yusrybyh 
wip ganpy ae apnea Sngbinp, 4p fruhwis, pubb puss fis 
me Push nefdusry fs Sunuy ne fFpcuik pp aL op Sunt ff tik pp: 
qagff Sugnelt MIL uy ap furcofp dp Sueur g bap Lb pap: 
Un f gfrunncfefets be bE pugnaed SE qh ae yunntunyke Lk p 
Lap ubpreughis, fous huupk yf £ puky wing Suupis: Uyu 
Be wut fasts Sup gredik pa. apuyhe ap fui ws 
Spudtb& yin k Sia, wn Uneughs Shinkcbuyp + — 

U.. UtinGp wqquutp iuummugkuyGkp Epa: Ppunubhpg Epi 
fiphig wry psy fis fupuntffhut: Pus Pus dus trofF kh Suryng 
eeguserr th ore fF bs ust , Py uh ny fF fh , pagqnuip: Lury meg fe oe 
Snqgkinp upth pubpoacts Suing key mukhir LES Yn a 
anulp ne fungal okp: Uye yuinbunnd bap wun, 
fpuagp windup fhuyhy ae pub, yp ufiplip uy 
Ogap eopop apunnd ne Sughd. «+ neump apnyud Lip 
urguuunsbusryy Oc burasprustiush uss Ghkqgtgf fugit fy, lam 
ng nef puslry: Purgg wing wg guufpiefipeup Puhbpk- 
uuy fis ohp be mg uy fpaenpuhwt , uyy By Pup fun ne 
qnpoou uqqguupprefipeh dp, ap yp igkp ghpbhe gnpob- 
pre ae quSnckyne, guSbypae ae gqphackypae fb fetngfyp Susy 
¢nqaioepapis Sagkinp gfuntfthuts be fEpbyppu: 

F. UGnfip pws fiummmwughwyGtp EhG: PAwnkph pu Ine 
bude ghbuhuyky ppbig heutppir ac wu pkyarffius 
gh ggoeny upg by, pubpp ae gpénempocfificibkpp: Phinkft 
punupup puprywloh pudacife garguplhply Sutpk- 
poffludp, ubpoqudane fibudp be ofp fr fasg pkey ae 
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—l. 4. During wg busts 


fpbug qh bys upp pupib pp: U', wtb fi, wintp pur- 
Parfifrip acubhh Shiny pkyae SES ubupyppbkp be yutdh 
wunbbyne ppg Purp yhusy fs fuapayaefFpbubkpki puupdp 
tufuudkniinifiprctiky : Utntup Sutagaems bhi, ies Uu- 
wnewds hutiguds bk ghpbip pupbupw yumi oe pap 
yupygutut pupdaritp dp nuSdfputbkypp pypaynr Susy 
¢nynidacpyfi SE): Uyu Sulangqaedad & np wine hp 
tnifipockf Susy ¢nyndacpyfu Sagbunp [Pewee 
hriup tuypwur happy wnuphypa fiw tu SES oe 
penuup fi gnpdf Pp: Ge Suhpunuh uit kt wkuwl ode 
pocfifcbubpae ae bhynifipruubpac, wininp pusarcfFiuntp , 
Subph pre fFbulp oe Sununnprtf hp Shumuyugkpu fpbig 
tacfppwhw wan phyrefefcip me tug h bpp: - 

%. UGnip Uitmupwiwyud fiummmugkwyGkp kha: U.s- 
anu put Up quewisk fis apyhe fpbig wtSunnohot oe 
Surmpuhut hkuiphh , Sumcuunphiy nav gapofi hwtntp, 
acqkgnyggp: Uyu frfuunnd bap fpbup gfpbiup «Uk 
prt hwy 4p hoghhi: Puiyg wing Surf «Uc bhinm ps 
tushy ngachy SP fusyts Ocbunupustip By funn Fp abby 
pfu, bul wn Ss pasha pees lists rp 
Utntip tp 
Sureunnusy fis f «Ue burn prustius ust» Pues ehh pastuk 
mn oe pustk uckyh, bp Uy utiah bk Ocburaputipir fs gua 
dnl Shgbiunkaefpetp phynchpy’ ykulyph pnpap dupgl 
pach SEY be wing muntgdacipbbpp Afpuuphby ‘wh Sunn 
fut, puuuikhut , Ehbqbgulhwh, winkuuhushs , a] ps — 
Jh%, pup pus hiss ep Plugununbbpki ubpu: Uyu Su 
Pngqaedrd fap wining, Sutunfip bhi uSkt gun fpbig 
hEwiphh, gapopis ac Jepupkpae ep uubkpac PED ea preris— 
gaypwugubyae Uckurnprustips Supra agp ne 69 Pupinne— 
pub: Uyu yuinburnn kang wintp hp gegukfiu, [FE 
techy Pfugh ubpunky ve gpa Ueburapurips 8) Fup 


uncfifeibbpp, ayy wh put yin & gapounpky Ue bunu pu 
up fepuput ship wpa ef pus: 

%. UGinGp Uitwwpwthy fuuwmugkuyGtp Ena: 9p 
Sucunnusy fis fE Bhuncuf musk py «Pug kp eulp 
uyfuups be Oem psi espaghghp poypap unky sau s— 
bEpaeuy, Ephtunnacp Sp Suse Pps k, npowh uy bunp k 
Stuquiigh frpmputspep Sucunnughuy: Niphiti, ppbig 
Sunt Yupk yf stp Ucturnmpurips By hfupunne [Fp uukpp 
fb pus S by Pfusyh fpbig wudkpret, punuif phi Auf 
wid fiSuluhs wp Qunyunnfr: Urtunuputiphs pnyup ybinpg bp 
un ps dack yp atk wnly me PphnrfFbut Ucbunupustip upkinp 
fp umupacky afk, be Puri eus iy * fpbig aqguhhg- 
uEpne: Oyu Suabngqaed aif k LL uuninp , uth wily, 
fuoupn{s qapoad ne hkulph opfiuuhad kp yay sf 
Ppfumnuf QuapSuds tphacfebw ne uap fbwiphir ke 
Uckunupusti pis pudusy usd wnuSinpyatfibwt ae op Sua 
Bpettbpnets fu pir: Up purple, wing fk fepmputshipp 
mcbiunupusifs fps bps ap Te Qonnu Unusphuyf Uilusts 
dyaghy oe puby, 6Gqpuypiiip, fl upunfru spunpupp be 
mnofipp un. Qumnnewd Puprunykif phacffeuat Sunbury b: 
Rurigh bu pups hp pigg hp bgndacs pypuy Pept 
Pup Ship fagdusk fel Eqpuaypubpres ae wg pi hsb pres 
Ty 


* Ke * 

guy Uckinmpwiwhwh Gybgkg pp 139uPhuhph weld fre , 
App mye puphtwutnefipcibkpp Np ghee me uyu 
frougkpnd IPutigpurpuntiuip fury Ueki partis huts 
Unuw S pts VE pacing hug tng Smug buy bbpac Suupis, 
fkp fenpSarpqubpp stp fury 4p hbgpotustashs guy Uck- 
rps hts usy opi ciay ubpoeunp tk phwspug tng Suu 
nuugkwpubpace hkwiphiu, Sueunnppls ne gupopl drwys 
he Shp Sinppts thy yp dugp agi Supgeetyy GE wus 
muippibp bing pPigayke ypunf ghyefig thing. phy yfonh 
punch Php Pup: 

Uae [dng guy Ue burs prastns ust Surpass agfrd, 
Sueuunpai one hkwipni op Sub Eq, npykugh Sigh 
Jugapyag vkpocbgubkpp usp bs tousts Shp Suups publ, 
«Uiuntip uy webinupustifrs y wre bers prs tos fasts, pup ae 
weg pu Surunmghupukp Efi: 

ee kh tus Tene pail babar Surgoed 
wna] Shp Uufuippubpp: Upuuphu CHL fPushuluyacf 
Pha tk wy, ers ly ares tyes 3: 


20.3 UPGSUPU.LIUUUY , 
CULUGIU.USNRCGU.U 
QU.LUGU.USUUP © 
VU.UUU.GPP TC 


ykpwlygriptiul Nwpnuywu- 
Ana. Uppwfiud 3nywuwryr- 
npn pwowpikpwy wh 
yn pudiklghip ulin 


o.lu.-Qwy Unkinupwdswy wi CG 
nwép Vuuiwépinpl Uwujuuwguht 
kwGk unwgwip fitumlskwy Gwidwp, 
pny wlnwyniyepian nipujunioiiwup 

winwiGknnia ni pupkywiakpnG fli. 


Lhpe bah Ys 8: rn 
Quinn h ws Gapesyr pifuumnns y c 
Gur fut h fs wing by Lip Qkp gpefipruubpe me Sp 


SE 
wnupularfdprwukpps npg Santas pusgutioret hip thp 
funp fis pang Suahenpre fp WHEE 

kEe negurgaetay uushuyts 
cult § Sg Sunfusypr: 
Uckunumpusts gush ckp 


Qhkq gpkypne inf fee yun 


Uporfipeap a k ae 
4 

Satin gapoactibarfipeup: 1984 se eeige i 
uthrqpunt-utapadire$ pokey: Lanpgnefaprun me ee te’ ie 
Puskas dngafibpe ae Ger B rasfemsesuafsterarefp Yorfsn 
Sniffbutp: 

ufufr 

ip Ub usy fre npr yus 

ele : be ays k pprAl pusipait , aplhg 
fu, Lphae Sram. uurnpugp ne 


kyppk- 
bpke Gagne wincind TE 
ebyrre apps 
thgs oguithy 
w fhpguby: 
& ny uplift k ype ; 
: nn fun grefpetipe foe asteg boy Ps ma 
Lehn npngbg? Uparfieue gpg ae ve : g 
Ubncfipeu ae Ww 
Pf pinnwpehs eI” 
me eae us Pus reousy fis slag 
uw n 
wishing gpurenprre [thu upuserr Bussrest ef syuprqutasy nt 
8 — 
a dufuubppe: Uppbop eu BF : 
Wk puhgacffhuts opkpubp pu: Yupkpp? & hut pa 
hy, be bltk hunky k, fog uu Sfutbpp SEY, purifr 
ue ’ 
— Sarge Gus tusp: 
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Uge unupemy Urypfy atpup qaegugfyned bp UbS 
Gyknif T0uw PE uh fis: Uy funy ge Fb Sp Ufarfthuis 
GapSunprlg ny IE apagacdy Be ens usy et Unw Stapp quputip 
Spusmiaad, fp puch: dufuup f8mplg * PEG Susquig 
Aactust: 

PESpusip Uchunupurtr gush Uy gael aheckypar bush 
Uuny fis Satu goed ft Spughpp: Gpferwemp yg ffne- 
Bbw why fbb fg giuyne Eh quipuft Epkhny busts Bar- 
tg 13f%° Spugp fi Pu tiahg bya Sau fpr: Cin wtb hat 

Ucking. “hurgunfr Stopkt Lhp- U- Q. Auknyurg bust 
fu Pushy UES Gybnip Tw fkuhp Lyng UnepSushqush fi 
purguinfl Pep untigneffiulp Quan pes Peery Ee press tyes me 
ghgkghh bp: buntulp pifipgebg Urting. Uf febuis 
tf gus lyst ¢nyndacd, fe gin Sunnkypad wyy gpacfefcip , 

Utdurlp wy gpa ftiut Suntinp purport Eh fel fun fe 

Rupp qntckgke tkq sprbyne Qhp uqofepukpf £9: 
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AMAA Book Service Program 
140 Forest Avenue 

Paramus, NJ 07652 

Tel. (201) 265 - 2607, 265 - 2608 


EXCELLENT GIFT IDEAS 


CHILDREN ON 


to communicate the Gospel 
Message to your children. 


eAnd The What? 


$1.75 postage & packing. 


°Showdown At Mt. Carmel 


or send in the order form below. 


NEW BOOKS 


ARMENIA ON THE ROAD TO IN- 
DEPENDENCE, by Richard G. Hovan- 
nisian. 

A thorough and well-documented 
presentation of the establishment of 
Armenian independence. 364 pages. h.c. 
No. 139. ....26.5.2.2.4.$25.00 


AMAA — Book Service Program 
140 Forest Avenue 
Paramus, New Jersey 07652 


Please forward: 
(No. of Albums) 
(No. of Albums) 
(No. of Albums) 
(No. of Albums) 


Book Numbers: 


BIBLE STORIES FOR | THE NEW 


CASSETTE TAPES 


An attractive and effective means 


CA #1 (Four tapes in an album) $12.00 plus 
$1.75 postage & packing......... 
° The Litte Maid ° Who Is My Neighbor? 
¢The Lion and The Mouse Noah ~ 


CA #2 (four tapes in an album) $12.00 plus 


°David & The Bear eThe Lunch That 
Fed A Bunch °The Unselfish Crow 


Place your order by calling (201) 265-2607 


- No. 


ORDER FORM 


TESTAMENT ON 
CASSETTE 

King James (KJ) 

and Revised Standard 
(RS) Versions 


12 tapes in an album 


only $24.00 each set plus $1.75 for 


postage & handling 


A BRIEF HISTORY OF ARMENIA, 
by the Rev. Sarkis Papajian. 

A bird’s-eye-view of Armenian History. A 
very useful book for those who wish to 
have a quick but comprehensive idea 
about the Armenians. 134 pages. p.b. 


WED. wee cece ses «$5.00 


Children’s Tapes CA #1 
Children’s Tapes CA#2 
New Testaments (KJ) 
New Testaments (RS) 


For a total of $ 


_________ plus $_____ for postage and packing. (Order books by 
number and add $1.00 for first copy, 35 cents each add'l book. Canada add $1.00 
extra for postage) 


Name 


Address 
City 
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THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA, 
VOL. I: 1918-1919, by Richard G. 
Hovannisian. 

A thorough history of the Republic of 
Armenia. The book also provides new in- 
formation and insights into the modern 
history of the Middle East, the peace set- 
tlements following World War I and the 
policies and actions of the European 
powers and the United States in the Mid- 
dle East. 547 pages. h.c. 

No. 138a............$38.00 


THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA, 
VOL II: 1919-1920, by Richard G. 
Hovannisian. 

603 pages. h.c. 

No. 138b......... -- - $38.00 


ZOHRAB: AN INTRODUCTION, 
Selected and Translated by Ara Baliozian. 
A short biography of Krikor Zohrab and 
five of his finest short stories. Krikor 
Zohrab, a prolific Armenian writer and in- 
tellectual, was assasinated by the Turks in 
1915. 79 pages. p.b. 

No. 141..............$3.95 


THE ISLAND AND A MAN, by 
Gostan Zarian, selected and Translated by 
Ara Baliozian. 

An excellent translation of two of the 
‘finest works of Gostan Zarian (1885- 
1969), a renowned Armenian novelist, 
poet, critic, scholar, and editor. 110 
pages. p.b. 

No. 142............-- $4.95 


WEAVERS, MERCHANTS AND 
KINGS — THE INSCRIBED RUGS 
OF ARMENIA, by Lucy Der Manuelian 
and Murray L. Eiland. 

A comprehensive and colorful catalogue 
of handwoven rugs with Armenian in- 
scriptions, with an introduction to rug 


weaving in Armenia. 211 pages. p.b. 
No. 143...........--$19.95 


ALONG LIFE’S HIGHWAY, by Seth 
Baker. 

Beautiful poems that spark immediate in- 
spiration and lift up the reader's thoughts 
to higher spiritual and moral levels. 16 
pages. p.b. Published by the AMAA. Pro- 
ceeds of the sale assigned to AMAAss mis- 
sionary outreach. 


No. 144.........-----$2.00 


OBITUARIES 


Sympathies extended: - The Board of Directors, the Executive 


Director, the Fiela Directors and the staff, all of 


whom are acquainted with the deceased, their families and relatives through the AMAA records, extend their sin- 
cere and deep sympathies to the immediate kin, relatives and friends of the deceased, whose obituaries, trans- 


mitted to the Editor by pastors, friends or relatives, are recorded below. 
“Let not your heart be troubled,” said our Lord, “ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house are 


many mansions . . . I go to prepare a place for you. . 
This is the hope by which we should all live. 


RICHARD Z. BABIKIAN 


Richard Zaven Babikian 


Richard Zaven Babikian entered his eternal 
rest on May 24, 1985 in San Luis Obispo, 
California. Graveside services were held on 
May 28th at Los Osos Valley Memorial Park, 
with Rev. Deane Keller officiating. 

Mr. Babikian was born on December 12, 
“1919 in Aintab, Turkey. He was the youngest 
son of Garabed and Meroum (Hadidian) 
Babikian. He was raised in Aleppo, Syria and 
received his high school education at Aleppo 
College. He came to the United States in 1953 
where he received his engineering degree 
from California Polytechnic University located 
in San Luis Obispo. Since his graduation, he 
had been employed in various capacities ee 
an aero-space engineer. He retired in aon 
and moved to San Luis Obispo in 1984, 
where he.succembed to cancer diagnosed two 

Tr. 
are Tae held great respect for the 
ministries of AMAA, especially in its mission 
of helping the needy and blind Nae a 
towards which he has set up a substantia! en 
d. 
miata is survived by three brothers: 


Yervant of Aleppo, Syria: eae re we 
Angeles, California; and Levon of Beirut, 


Lebanon. 


VENUS RAPHAELIAN KABAKJIAN 
Aroosiag Raphaelian Kabakjian, born in 

1885 in Yozgat, Turkey and educated in the 

American Missionary College in Marzovan 


where she learned to speak English as well as 
Armenian, lived a useful life. 

She was married to Harry Raphaelian in 
1908 in New York who were blessed with 4 
children: two boys and two girls. 

Venus was a good Christian, a good wife 
and a loving mother. Warm and caring, she 
responded to the needs of others and never 
complained about her own problems. She was 
always there when she was needed. Active in 
church and community work, she was the- 
treasurer of the Women's Society and a 
member of the Central Committee of the 
Armenian General Benevolent Union of 
America. At the age of eighty, she nursed and 
took care of her ailing husband. After his 
death, she lived alongin her own home with 
the aid of her children until the age of 90. 
From that time until her death on June 12, 
1985, she was cared for in the homes of her 
two daughters with great care and devotion. 
She is survived by her son, Dick; and 
daughters, Zabelle and Florence. 


SHOGHER A. BEZJIAN 
— By Bernard Kalfayan 


Shogher Bezjian passed away on May 5, 


1985. 

She was born in Aleppo, Syria in 1919 to 
Dr. Nerses Baghdoyan and Dirouhy Kalayan. 
When she was one year old, the Baghdoyans 
immigrated to the United States, living first in 
Boston and then settling in Winchester, Mass 
in 1925. 

After graduating from Winchester High 
School, Shogher received a B.A. degree from 
the Massachusetts College of Art and a 
Masters degree from Boston University. She 
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., | will come again, and receive you unto myself.” (Jo. 14:1-3). 


then studied Byzantine Art at the University. 
of Chicago where she completed almost all 
requirements for a Ph.D. degree. Thereafter 
she began a career as artist and technical il- 
lustrator that was temporarily interrupted by 
marriage and family responsibilities. During 
World War II, she served as technical illustrator 
in the Manhattan Project both at Harvard Uni- 
versity and at the University of Chicago. Her 
artistic talents are today evident in the many 
lovely paintings she left behind at home and 
with friends. 

In 1961 Shogher married an engineer, 
Mihran Bezjian, the son of Prof. Zenop Bez- 
jian and the grandson of Prof. Alexan Bezjian 
of Aintab. Shogher and Mihran were blessed 
with a lovely dattighter born in 1963. 

In 1965 the Bezjians settled in Alexandria, 
VA., and when her daughter, Mimi was 10 
years old, Shogher went back to her profes- 
sional career and worked as illustrator at the 
Institute for Defense Analyses until the end. 

A memorial service was held for Shogher 
on May 10 in Alexandria, VA. and a second 
memorial service was held on May 17 at the 
First Congregational Church of Winchester, 
Mass. The many friends she left behind will 
remember her as a wise, gifted, kind and lov- 
ing person who possessed all the fine attributes 
that make a person “genuine” 

She is survived by her husband, Mihran Z. 
Bezjian; daughter, Alexandra Miranda (Mimi) 
Bezjian of Alexandria, VA.; brother, Vasken 
Baghdoyan; and sister, Maro Baghdoyan of 
Winchester, Mass. 


ELIZABETH YARDUMIAN JERJISIAN 
Elizabeth Yardumian Jerjisian was born in 
Philippolis, Bulgaria, in 1903, the third 
daughter of Lucia and Haig Yardumian. Her 
father was Pastor of an Armenian Evangelical 
Church as well as founder and Principal of 
The Armenian Evangelical School. In 1907, 
the family immigrated to America, her father 
having responded to the call from a group of 
Armenian evangelical families in Philadelphia. 
He founded and served as minister of the 
Armenian Evangelical Church until its merger 
with the Armenian Martyrs’ Congregational 
Church in 1927..Not only did he serve his 
own congregation, but he was involved with 
the entire Armeniaiy.community. Elizabeth 
carried on her father’s work by helping many 


Armenians in times of crises. 

Elizabeth’s family included three siblings 
from her fathers previous marriage: Ray 
(1889), Berge (1891), and Flora (1893). then 
Estelle (1900), Esther (1901), as well as Eli- 
jah (1905), Louis (1909), Mae (1913), and 
Richard (1917). 

Each member of the family had specific 
chores to help the household run smoothly. 
Ei zabeth soon learned that one of her sisters 
would sew and mend in exchange for house- 
cleaning responsibilities. She knew how to get 
any job done, even if she didn’t do it herself. 

Any task she did undertake was done with 
thoroughness and precision. She became the 
unofficial family counselor helping to solve 
problems, following in her father’s footsteps, 
with unusual gifts of interpersonal skills and 
extraordinary diligence. In her youth she was 


athletic and competitive; she aslo developed” 


a deep love for music. Her devotion extend- 
ed to her pianist brother Elijah, and to her 
composer brother Richard. Later she en- 
couraged her niece, Armeen Dishtchekenian, 
in her pursuit of vocal performance. 

Elizabeth married George Jerjisian in 1923 
and worked with him to establish a business 
that eventually specialized in Oriental Rug and 
Carpet services. They had two daughters, 
whom they nurtured in the field of music. 

Elizabeth worked avidly in the women's 
chapter of the Philadelphia branch of the 
Armenian General Benevolent Union, serv- 
ing for many years as President or Treasurer. 
She often represented the chapter at national 
conventions. She also supported, with her 
husband, the activities of the Armenian Mis- 
sionary Association of America. She was in- 
strumental in bringing many dignitaries and 
musicians to Philadelphia for organizational 
and church fund raising functions, often enter- 
taining them at her home. She enjoyed pre- 
paring for countless dinner parties, usually in- 
cluding numerous family members and their 
children. Elizabeth was a loyal friend to many. 
Her family and friends were able to return 
some of this love on the joyous occasion of 
a Fiftieth Wedding Anniversary Service and 
Celebration in November 1973 at their 
church. Her husband died in August 1977. 

Before her last illness, which began in 
August 1984, she lived with her brother 
Richard and his family. 

Elizabeth is survived by two brothers: Louis, 
Oceanside, California, and Richard, Bryn 
Athyn, Pennsylvania; and one sister, Mae, Up- 
per Darby, Pennsylvania; two daughters, 
Gloria (Mrs. Nathan E. Sussman), Reston, 
Virginia, and Carol (Mrs. George A. 
Churukian), Bloomington, Illinois; five grand- 
children; Theodore and Robert Sussman, 
Ann, Martha and Alice Churukian; and many 
nieces and nephews. 


NAZENDER KULLUKIAN 
Submitted by Arthur S. Yeranian 


+, 


Nazender Kullukian 


Nazender Kullukian, born in Marash, Turk- 
ish-Armenia, passed away on May 9, 1985, 
in Millbrae, California, at the age of 96. 

It was her misfortune to have been living 
at a time and place where the Turkish rulers 
were determined to exterminate all Arme- 
nians. She was deported with her husband, 
Avedis Yeranian, and two of her children, even 
as she was pregnant with a child, to the deserts 
of Arabia. On the way she lost her husband, 
one of her sons and the newborn baby. Her 
ability as a seamstress kept her alive. 

Readers of the book, The Civilized, writ- 
ten by one of her sons, are familiar with the 
story of her experiences. 

After the Armistice she was able to return 
to Marash, to live with the remnants of her 
family. But soon the Franco-Turkish conflict 
broke out in 1920. At that time, her eldest son, 
her one remaining daughter and mother-in- 
law, all living under one roof, were massacred 
by the Turks. But the Lord had other plans 
for her. She was saved again, as she was 
working as a seamstress in the American Mis- 
sion buildings. 

Within about a year, she married Vartivar 
Kullikian who had also lost all his family dur- 
ing the conflict. From this union were born 
three sons: Paul, Minas and Sarkis. The family 
moved from Marash to Aleppo, to Beirut, to 
Damascus, and then to Haifa, Palestine. Then 
her husband passed away and she was left 
with the care of her three children. 

When she came to California in 1951, her 
main dream was to bring the rest of her 
children to the United States. With her prayers 
and the efforts of relatives and friends, her 
dream was realized. 

Because she had a strong faith in God, she 
was able to meet the many cruel challenges 
of her life. Like any mother, she praised her 
children’s abilities, elevated their successes and 
ignored their failures. 

Our mother went home to be with the Lord. 
Her sweet face, her gentle voice and the 
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spiritual legacy she left will always remain with 
us. We believe that death is a time of sleep- 
ing for those who are said to pass over the 
threshold. There will come a glorious morn- 
ing, with a breath-taking sunrise and she shall 
dwell in the house of the Lord, forever. 


ARAM MARDIAN 

Aram Mardian, retired director and a 
founder of Mardian Construction Co., died on 
December 14, 1984 at Humana Hospital in 
Phoenix, Arizona. He was 80. 

Mardian was born in Armenia and came to 
the United States in 1914. He learned the 
carpentry trade from his father, Samuel, in 
Syracuse, N.Y. and worked on construction 
jobs throughout the country before becoming 
a construction superintendent in the South- 
west. 

In 1943, Mardian moved to Phoenix, Ariz. 
from’ Pasadena, Calif. and set up the Mardian 
Construction Co., which had been operating 
in California as S. Mardian & Sons Construc- 
tion Co. In 1950, he established the Glen-Mar 
Door Manufacturing Co. and, later, the Mar- 
co Crane & Rigging Co., a subsidiary of the 
construction firm. He retired as president of 
the firms in 1974. 

His brothers, Dan and Sam Mardian, join- 
ed him in the businesses after World War II. 
Another brother, Bob, was an assistant U.S. 
attorney general before joining the firms full 
time in 1972. 

Aram Mardian oversaw the construction of 
many Arizona landmarks including the sports 
dome at Northern Arizona University in 
Flagstaff, the old control tower and new Ter- 
minal 3 addition at Sky Harbor Airport, and 
the Senate and House wings at the Arizona 
Capitol. 

Mardian gave his father credit for his suc- 
cess. “He told me to learn a trade and I'd never 
go hungry. | believe that,’ he said in March 
1983. 

Mardian was active in a number of worth- 
while community and business organizations 
including the Rotary 100, Arizona Small 
Business Administration Advisory Council, 
YMCA Camp Committee, Armenian Mis- 
sionary Association of America, Armenian 
General Benevolent Union, Intercity Commit- 
tee of the Phoenix Chamber of Commerce, 
Reserve Officers Naval Service Club and 
Phoenix Press Club. 

Besides his brothers, survivors include his 
wife, Ruth; daughters, Susan Mardian and 
Loretta Everett; a sister; and two grandsons. 


KASPAR ARZOUNIAN 

Kaspar Arzounian was born in Palou, 
Armenia, (now Turkey), in 1910. His 
boyhood, like many Armenians of his genera- 


Kaspar Arzounian 


tion, was truly sad and tragic. His older brother 
and relatives were massacred by the Turks and 
he was deported to the Syrian deserts. 

After spending sevefal years in Syria, 
Kaspar was reunited with his mother in 
Marseilles, France. As a young man he serv- 
ed in the French resistance during WWII. 

In 1958, a married sister in the US., whom 
he had not seen in thirty years, invited him 
to the U.S. for a visit. The visit turned into a 
permanent residency. He married an Ameri- 
can-Armenian, Cecelia Thureosian, and their 
marriage endured until his demise on 
November 5, 1984. 

Despite the many advedrsities in Kaspar's 
life, he rose above them, applying his innate 
abilities to everything he did. He spoke many 
languages fluently and plied his skills very suc- 
cessfully in all his endeavors. He always show- 
ed compassion and understanding to all fellow 
beings, especially those in need. 


ALYCE TOPAZIAN 


Alyce Topazian 


Mrs. Alyce Topazian had a peaceful home- 
going on November 16, 1984. Early in the day 
she whispered to her husband, Shavarsh, 
“Happy birthday, I love you” These were her 


last words before going to be with her Lord 
whom she loved so dearly. 

Mrs. Topazian was a faithful co-worker of 
Kid’s Alive International (KAI). Over the past 
30 years, she continually sought opportunities 
to speak in churches, to groups and in- 
dividuals about this ministry. Both Mr. and 
Mrs. Topazian travelled at their own expense 
to visit all the homes in Lebanon, Israel, Hong 
Kong and Taiwan. They also volunteered to 
administer the Homes in Beirut and Ramallah 
while the missionaries were home on fur- 
lough. 

George E. Hedberg of KAI gave the follow- 
ing testimony: “Her enthusiasm was con- 
tagious and I count it a privilege to have been 
a co-worker with her. Dedicated and capable 
co-workers such as Mr. and Mrs. Topazian are 
hard to find. ‘The fields are white unto harvest, 
but the laborers are few!” 


ALTOON SARKISIAN 

On May 11, 1985, one day before Mother's 
Day, Mrs. Altoon Dateghian Sarkisian made 
her transition from this life to life eternal. She 
was a typical representative of the Armenian 
survivors from the Genocide. 

She was 9 years old when the horrible as- 
sasinations began in Khuylu (Kharpert), 
Armenia. Her father was already dead. Her 
mother took her and her sister to the orphan- 
age called Panuel and was exiled with her two 
sons. Altoon never heard about her mother 
and brothers later. Her sister died in the or- 
phanage because of malnutrition and illness. 

In 1919, along with many other Armenian 
orphans, she was brought to Aleppo. Then 
she found herself in the Danish “Birds’ Nest” 
in Jibeil, Lebanon. She grew up there, and 
later served in the same institution as a teacher 
and nurse. 

She married Nishan Sarkisian in 1957 and 
came to Worcester. Nishan had already two 
sons and a daughter. Altoon became a good 
mother to them until they were all married and 


moved to California. 
Altoon always had a sense of gratitude to 


God and showed her gratitude in service and 
in generous donations. A friend described her 
as “a sweet, kind and giving person who was 
always ready to serve the Church with glad- 


ness.” 


The AMAA Board of Directors ex- 
tend their heartfelt condolences to 
the families of the deceased through 
the medium of the AMAA NEWS. 


**Soukesian, Mr. William 
Pasadena, CA 
Barsumian, Mrs. Rose 
Los Angeles, CA 
*Kalaydjian, Mrs. Vergine 
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*Walsh, Mrs. Ann 

Wernert, Mrs. A. 

Mt. Vernon, NY 
Carr, Mr. Robert W. 


Batavia, NY 
Paul, Ruth 

CA Feb. 21, 1985 
Hagopian, Zabel 

CA March 7, 1985 


Bakalian, Mr. Ghevont Joseph 
Belmar, NJ March 17, 1985 
Derian, Mr. Harry 
Hollywood, CA March 17, i985 
Kazandjian, Mrs. Maria 
April 6, 1985 
Abajian, Mr. Noubar 
April 19, 1985 
Torosian, Mrs. Elsie 
CA fe April 22. 1985 
Kumjian, Mr. Martin C. 
MI April 22, 1985 
+ Chakarian, Mr. Carl Karekin 
Dearborn, MI May 1, 1985 
Kullukian, Mrs. Nazender 


MillbraenGA May 9, 1985 
Nersesian, Mr. John 
Arlington, MA May 18, 1985 


*Mugrditchian, Dr. Papken 
Beirut, Lebanon, May 23, 1985 
*Babikian, Mr. Richard Zaven 
Menlo Park, CA May 24, 1985 
Bagdigian, Mrs. Elsie 
MA May 26, 1985 
Kechejian, Mrs. Margaret , 
June 7, 1985 
Bagdasarian, Artzvig 
Newport Beach, CAdune 8, 1985 
Garabedian, Mr. Paul 
Fresno, CA dune 8, 1985 
Raphaelian, Mrs. Venus 
New Rochelle, NYJume 12, 1985 
Bijbijian, Mrs. Bertha 
Fresno, CA dune 13, 1985 
*Avesian, Mr. Daniel Hovsep 
Detroit, MI dune 24, 1985 
Ajoian, Mrs. Alice : 


Fresno, CA Jume 25, 1985 
*Jerjisian, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Hasbro, PA dune, 1985 
Loucine, Jeanette 
CT duly 2, 1985 
Saroyan, Margaret 
Fresno, CA July 9, 1985 


*Serekian, Mr. Mihran 
New London, CT July 14, 1985 
*Gostigian, Mrs. Arousiag j 
Phila., PA duly 20, 1985 
*Chopoorian, Mrs. Zabelle 
Lincoln, RI July 23, 1985 


*Memorials were designated for 
AMAA. 
** Bequest assigned. 


1986 DRAWS NEAR ... 


As 1986 draws near, soon we shall be 
taking stock of our financial situation, 
comparing earnings with expenses to see 
where we stand. 

Selling, buying or giving before the 
new year arrives can have a direct bear- 
ing on our taxes for 1985. The days lett 
in 1985 therefore represent a practical 
time to do our financial planning. This is 
also an opportune time to benefit from 
the advantages of charitable giving. 

The following list of charitable gift op- 
portunities is offered to help the members 
and friends of the Armenian Missionary 
Association of America (AMAA) as they 
plan their financial affairs and gifts for the 

rest of 1985. 


CasH 

Cash is the most popular form for 
charitable giving. Cash can be easily 
given and the gifts easily recorded 
through cancelled checks and receipts. 

It is important to note that taxpayers 
who do not itemize deductions are entitl- 
ed to greater deduclivies than ever before 
for gifts made by December 31, 1985. 
If you anticipate lower income 
and lower tax rates or more 
deductions in future years, then 
1985 may be a good year to make 
a substantial gift. 


GIFT ANNUITIES 

Charitable gift annuities guarantee 
litlong tax-sheltered income to donor 
and support for the missionary and 
charitable work of the AMAA, A 
charitable gift annuity is both a 
gift to the AMAA and an annuity 
to donor. Donor transfers to the AMAA 


cash, securities, or real estate of certain 
value; the AMAA guarantees donor an 
income for life; at donor's death (or that 
of any other beneficiary you name) 
AMAA receives whatever remains in the 
fund donor originally transferred to the 
Association, 

What else does donor gain with an 
annuity? 


An annuity with the AMAA also: 

(1) Earns donor immediate contribution 
deduction for income tax purposes; 

(2) Frees a substantial portion of donor's 
annuity income from annual taxes; 

(3) Minimizes capital gains taxes; 

(4) Generally, incurs no gift tax, cuts pro- 
bate costs and, in some cases, 
reduces estate taxes; 

(5) Solves donor's investment and 
money-management problems and 
worries about collection of income, 

fire, 
theft, or loss as to the sum given to 
the beneficiary; 

(6) Can even provide added retirement 
income. 


The table below shows the Gift Annuity 
Rates based on single life. 


Age Rate % Age Rate % 
50 65 70 2=—78 

55 67 75 «85 

60 70 80 96 

6 73 85 11.4 
SECURITIES 


Stocks, bonds, mutal funds, certificate 
of deposits and other securities offer 
economical but effective alternatives for 


Armenian Missionary Association of America 


140 Forest Avenue 
Paramus, NJ 07652 


year-end giving. Gift of the securities to 
the AMAA entitles donor to deduct the 
full market value as a tax-exemp 
charitable gift. In giving appreciated 
securities, donor avoids the capital gain 
tax which is payable on the sale of all ap- 
preciated property. 

How can donor give securities? By 
simply asking your security agent to 
transfer them. 

If donor has stocks of other securities 
which have depreciated in value, it is 
more advisable to sell and give the pro- 
ceeds of the sale, In this case, the cash 
gift is deductible and the capital loss may 
allow donor to make further reductions, 


LIFE INSURACNE 

Insurance policies no longer needed 
(policies which were purchased for the 
benefit of someone who is no longer liv- 
ing or for a child who |s now financially 
independent) make ideal year-end gifts. 
Donor may give such policies to the 
AMAA by simply informing the insurance 
agent to make the AMAA owner and 
beneficiary of the policy. 

We kindly invite you to talk with us 
about these and other ways you can help 
yourself while you help the work of the 
AMAA. Detailed information can be pro- 
vided on request. 

Write or phone in confidence and 
without obligation to: 


The Director of Planned Giving 


Paramus, New Jersey 07652 


Phone: Dr. G.H. C 
(201) 265-2607, 265-2608 


Paramus, NJ 
Permit No.55 


